
5th Sunday of Easter (C) 
 

 

(Parish logo on screen.) Most of you are familiar with our parish logo, which is done in wood 

over the center door in the narthex and visible on our bulletin cover (as well as the screen behind 

me.)  Several years ago, our Pastoral Council worked with a graphic designer to develop a visible 

sign or trademark that would become associated with our faith community.  The resulting image 

has a cross as a background and set over the place where the crossbeams meet is a circle 

comprised of three hands.  The inner fingers meet to form a heart.  The tagline at the bottom of 

the image describes our parish in this way: “Open Hands & Loving Hearts”.  It is clear from this 

image that the Body of Christ which once hung on the cross to bring new life to the world is now 

represented by the “Open Hands & Loving Hearts” of the Saint Katharine Drexel Faith 

Community which is bringing new life to the world in 2019 as part of the living worldwide Body 

of Christ. 

 

(Parish Mission Statement on screen.) It was the intention of the Pastoral Council to reflect the 

words of our parish Mission Statement in this logo image.  And so the cross points to our 

community being “Eucharist-centered”, the open hands reflect our being a “welcoming 

community”, and the heart refers to our striving to “form loving disciples who give selflessly”.  A 

graphic image can never say everything you want to say, but the particular image our Pastoral 

Council chose really does say a lot. 

 

(Remove image from screen.) I mention this today because of the simple but profound words of 

Jesus in the gospel reading.  He has just been talking about how God is going to be glorified, and 

then he looks at his disciples and says, “I give you a new commandment:  love one another.  As I 

have loved you, so you also should love one another.  This is how all will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.”  Jesus makes the definition of a disciple very clear:  

it is all about having love. 

 

We ourselves have to be clear about what Jesus means by “love”.  We use the word in so many 

different ways, that the concept of Christian “love” has to be very intentional for us.  When our 

language allows us to say we “love” mash potatoes, as well as make “love” at the local massage 

parlor, we probably need to reflect on the meaning of Jesus when he says, “love one another”.   
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The book “Chicken Soup for the Soul” has a story about a man who came out of 

his office on Christmas Day and found a little boy from a nearby housing project 

looking with great admiration at the man’s new vehicle.  The little boy asked, 

“Does this car belong to you?”  And the man said, “Yes, in fact my brother gave it 

to me for Christmas.  I’ve just gotten it”.  With that, the little boy’s eyes widened.  

He said, “You mean to say that somebody gave it to you?  And you didn’t have to 

pay anything for it?”  And the man said, “That’s right.  My brother gave it to me 

as a gift.”   

 

With that, the little boy let out a long sigh and began to say, “Boy, I would really 

like…” And the man fully expected the boy to say, “I would really like to have a 

brother like that, who would give me such a beautiful car.”  But instead, the man 

was amazed when the little boy said, “Wow, I would really like to be that kind of 

brother.  I wish I could give that kind of car to my little brother.” 

 

I have to admit that I reacted the same way as the man in the story.  My first thought was, “I sure 

wish I had a brother like that!”  And this fact really made me think about why I didn’t react like 

the little boy in the story.  What does our reaction in this regard have to say about the quality of 

our daily loving?   

 

When Jesus says, “This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another”, he is not talking about a romantic love, or a feeling of attraction, or anything erotic.  

There is a proper place for all of these human experiences.  He is not even talking about us liking 

one another, as when we “love” mash potatoes or peas.  He is speaking about a love that pulls us 

into relationship with one another in community, a love in which we genuinely care about other 

human beings, a love that puts the needs of the other before our own.  In other words, he’s 

talking about a love where we would easily say, “Wow, I would like to be that kind of brother.  I 

wish I could give that kind of car to my little brother”.  

 

We welcome these First Communicants today (seating in the front row), not only to receive the 

Body of Christ for the first time, but to begin the process of learning from our example how to be 

the living “Body of Christ” in 2019.  In the words of our Mission Statement, these children are 
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invited to learn from this community how to live lives that are “Eucharist-centered”, and 

“welcoming”, and “loving”.  Through regular and prayerful participation in the worship and the 

life of this community, these children can learn from us how to develop the “Open Hands & 

Loving Hearts” proclaimed by our parish logo.   

 

Jesus gave the commandment to love in this way just before his death.  He knew that it was a 

difficult commandment.  But he also knew that choosing to live in this way leads to the fullness 

of life.  We learn so often through the example of others.  Even in marriage, the most intimate of 

human relationships, couples discover that both people must choose to love each other fully 

aware that the other is uniquely and sometimes maddeningly different.  Couples married 10, 20, 

30 or more years bear love’s witness that gifts of mercy and grace given and received is the 

secret sauce to a life of faithfulness and joy. 

 

Learning to love in this way takes focus and personal discipline for most of us.  It is, quite 

frankly, much easier not to care.  But what kind of human life are we then left with, devoid of the 

presence of Christ, who beckons us to realize the great potential for loving that God has given to 

each one of us.  We see the result all around us so often in the news concerning the way people 

live who are not striving to live by love. 

 

One final note.  Our culture, beyond the walls of this church, is increasingly cynical about what 

happens within these walls.  The scandals that have rocked the Catholic Church and other 

institutions feed an already disillusioned society.  The witness we choose to make now—in the 

way of love that we live each day—may be the most important witness we will ever share. Please 

keep this in mind as we renew our Baptismal promises today in solidarity with these children 

who are receiving the Eucharist for the first time. 


